
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 

CONTACT  Tara Shenson for SCAA 

Phone: (562) 624-4100 
Email: tshenson@scaa.org 

 

 

 

U.S. Barista Championship Challenges The Best Baristas 

In The Country To Compete For The Title, April 19 – 22 

Specialty Coffee Association Of America Highlights The  

Craft Of The Barista At The 24th Annual SCAA Exposition 

LONG BEACH, Calif. U.S.A. (March 23, 2012) --- The U.S. Barista Championship (USBC), 

official United States competition designed to highlight the craft of the barista, will take place 

April 19-22, 2012 at the Oregon Convention Center, in Portland, OR in conjunction with the 

world's largest coffee trade show, the SCAA’s 24th Annual Exposition, The Event. For more 

information and a complete schedule of events, visit www.scaaevent.org.  

 During the USBC, baristas from around the country showcase their skills and 

professionalism in hopes of obtaining the championship title. In total, challengers prepare and 

serve four sets of espressos, cappuccinos and original signature drinks within a 15-minute 

timeframe. USBC-certified judges, including one head judge, two technical judges and four 

sensory judges, carefully evaluate and score each of the contenders, focusing on station 

cleanliness, taste, beverage presentation, technical skills and total impression.  

 This annual event is preceded by six regional events leading up to the USBC. The top 

six finalists from each region will earn a spot to compete in the U.S. Championship. The 2012 

United States Barista Champion receives the highest national honor for a barista, a trophy and 

an all-expenses paid trip from his or her hometown to the 2012 World Barista Championship, 

June 12-15, 2012 in Vienna, Austria. For more information or to register for the USBC, visit the 

USBC website at www.usbaristachampionship.org. More information about the World Barista 

Championship can be found by visiting www.worldbaristachampionship.com.  

http://www.scaaevent.org/
http://www.usbaristachampionship.org/
http://www.worldbaristachampionship.com/


 

 

 

 Additionally, the USBC Brewers Cup, introduced in 2011, will be held at the SCAA 

exposition alongside the U.S. Barista Championship. This competition is meant to recognize 

and celebrate the art of manual coffee brewing. The winner will go on to represent the U.S. in 

the 2012 World Brewers Cup Championship in Vienna this June. 

 The 2012 USBC and Brewers Cup are just a few of the many highlights at SCAA’s 24th 

Annual Exposition. The event also includes the United States Cup Tasters Championship, 

Roasters Choice Competition, Coffees of the Year (COTY) Competition, skill-building courses 

and lectures, and an extensive show floor. Tickets for the Activities Hall only, where the 

competitions are held, are available for $10. Badges for the trade show are also available online 

at www.scaaevent.org.  

 

High resolution photos are available for download here: http://scaaevent.org/?p=photos 

 

### 

 

Event Sponsors 

The 2012 U.S. Barista Championship (USBC) is made possible by the generous support of our 
sponsors Café Imports (www.cafeimports.com), Natvia (www.natvia.com), Nuova Simonelli 
(www.nuovasimonelli.com), Mahlkoenig (www.mahlkoenig.com), DaVinci Gourmet 
(www.mydrinkworks.com/davinci), Ghirardelli (www.ghirardelli.com), and Krups (www.krups.com). The 
24

th
 Annual SCAA Exposition, The Event, is made possible by our Official Host Sponsor, Boyds Coffee 

(www.boyds.com). SCAA’s 2012 Portrait Country for The Event is Honduras (www.ihcafe.hn). Platinum 
Sponsors are: BUNN (www.bunn.com), DaVinci Gourmet (www.mydrinkworks.com/davinci), Jet 
(www.mydrinkworks.com/jet), Oregon Chai (www.mydrinkworks.com/oregonchai), and Caffe D’Amore 
(www.caffedamore.com),. Gold Sponsors are: Fetco (www.fetco.com), MONIN (www.monin.com), 
Roast Magazine (www.roastmagazine.com), Probat Burns (www.probatburns.com), Public Domain 
(www.publicdomaincoffee.com), and Huhtamaki (www.huhtamaki.com).  

 

About SCAA 

The Specialty Coffee Association of America (SCAA) is the world’s coffee authority and largest coffee 
trade association with nearly 5,000 members including member companies and their employees.  
SCAA members are located in more than 40 countries and represent every segment of the specialty 
coffee industry, including producers, roasters, importers/exporters, retailers, manufacturers, baristas 
and coffee enthusiasts.  SCAA is dedicated to creating a vibrant specialty coffee community, 
recognizing, developing and promoting specialty coffee by setting and maintaining quality standards 
for the industry; conducting research on coffee, equipment and perfection of craft; and providing 
education, training, resources and business services for its members.  Visit www.scaa.org.  
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